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phere. The exclusive spirit is ever uppermost. Every-
one thinks of himself and his family. No one thinks of
the whole of India. The centripetal force is undoubtedly
there, but it is not vocal and never boisterous : whereas
the centrifugal is on the surface and in its very nature
makes the loudest noise, demanding the attention of
all. It manifests itself most in matters communal.
This has given rise to fear in other fields. The history
of the quarrel between Orissa and Andhra, Orissa and
Bihar and Orissa and Bengal is, fresh in our minds. The
whole of it has not died out even now...Now, when
we have freedom, we seem not to know what to do with
it. It is almost mistaken for suicidal anarchy. Even
zealous reformers would postpone controversial issues
to a more hopeful time when, in the interests of the
country, the virtue of give and take would be freely
recognized and all sectional interests would be subordi-
nate to the one interest of the good of India, which will
include the good of all. Therefore, those who, like me,
want constructive suggestions to come into play at this
very moment, have to work to bring about a healthy
atmosphere promoting concord in the place of discord,
peace in the place of strife, progress in the place of
retrogression and life in the place of death. That happy
day will be most manifest when the communal strife
has died out.
Harijan, 30-ll-'47

It seems to me that if the provinces are all to make
equal progress in all directions, the services should be
largely confined to the inhabitants of the province
concerned for the sake of India as a whole. No province
and no tribe or clan can be kept backward if India is
to stand  erect before  the  world.   It will never do so